
APPENDIX 2 

DPD Preparation 

 

 Government regulations establish the process that must be followed in the preparation 6.1

of a DPD. The key stages in this process are summarised below: 

 

Preparation of a DPD (Regulation 18) 
 This represents the first stage of consultation in the process. The purpose is to engage 6.2

with local residents and relevant organisations to identify what the Development Plan 

should contain. 

 

Publication of a DPD (Regulation 19)  
 This represents what the Council considers to be the final version of the plan. The 6.3

public consultation at this stage allows interested parties to have an opportunity to 

comment on whether they consider the plan to be sound - i.e. positively prepared, 

justified, effective and consistent with national policy. 

 

Submission of documents and information to the Secretary of State (Regulation 22) 
 Following public consultation on the Publication development plan the development 6.4

plan, together with all supporting documents and any comments that have been 

received, are submitted to the Secretary of State for Examination by an independent 

Inspector. This represents the start of the Examination period. 

 

Independent Examination (Regulation 24) 
 Following submission, a Programme Officer is appointed to organise the Examination 6.5

under the direction and guidance of the Inspector. 

 

 For a complex Development plan it is almost certain that a number of hearing sessions 6.6

will be necessary to allow the Inspector to examine the key issues. 

 

 Hearing sessions are led by the Inspector, to allow for a concentrated examination of 6.7

the key issues. 

 

Adoption of a local plan (Regulation 26) 
 Once the examination process is complete, the Inspector will present his/her findings 6.8

to the Council in the form of a report.  If the Inspector recommends modifications to 

the submitted document in order for it to be found ‘sound’, there may be a need for 

further public consultation.   

 

 Assuming that the development plan has been found sound, adoption is the final stage 6.9

of putting it in place. This requires confirmation by a meeting of the Full Council 

[Regulation 4(1) and (3) of the Local Authorities (Functions and Responsibilities) 

(England) Regulations 2000]. 

 

 While the local planning authority is not legally required to adopt a development plan 6.10

following examination, it expected that the Council will proceed quickly with 

adopting any plan that has been found sound. 

 


